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 Tilo and her apprentice, an Asian character named Alexi, are portrayed as complex characters, as they are both immigrants and refugees, yet are without the stereotypical immigrant traits that the other characters have. Contents Tilo is an Indian immigrant to Australia, who came to Australia alone at age 15 with no job, no money and with a 4-year old son. Instead of living in the suburbs, as many
immigrants of her age and place of origin do, she chose to live in the poorer, inner-city suburb of Fitzroy, at the time. She works as a shopkeeper and takes in boarders to support herself and her son. She is well-spoken, witty, passionate, and intellectual, though she has struggled to assimilate into Australian culture and does not always speak and act appropriately, as she is of a different culture. She has
great difficulty maintaining friendships with other women because she is so different from them. She is portrayed as brave, independent, and fiercely proud of her Indian heritage. In Season 2, Tilo travels from Australia to India to meet her dying mother, Mahagnesh, who is depicted as a "strong, liberated woman", in her mid-50s. Alexi, a "whisperer", is another Indian immigrant, and the apprentice to
Tilo. She is portrayed as strong-willed, brave, determined and resourceful, but she tends to give in to pressure and capitulate to "meanness" of any kind, from her family and her masters. She works with Tilo to open a new store, and when they get the first customers, Tilo tells her to take things easy, and not to put herself on the line. She doesn't listen. Tilo's boss, a woman named Meryl, is portrayed as
a hard-ass who is always demanding and impatient. She also berates her staff at times, and only cares about serving the needs of the rich and famous, and other such things. She generally does not have the best interests of her workers or her customers in mind. The most successful spice shop in the entire world, Braised Asian Spices, is run by an asian man, called Daggum. He is portrayed as gentle, and

sensible, but he is also very short-tempered and a "flaky kook". Despite their great success, he is portrayed as a bit naive and easily swayed by customers, like his employees. Though, he does 82157476af
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